







A b s t r a c t
The	architecture	of	 theatre	and	 the	scenic	urban	space,	which	has	always	provided	
a	venue	for	celebrations	and	been	the	scene	for	collective	actions,	essentially	concerns	
those	places	 that	contain	 their	 theatricality	 in	 the	architecture,	 like	all	 those	places	
whose	shapes	make	the	rituals	of	performance	and	the	event	possible	by	mimicking	
theatrical	forms.
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S t r e s z c z e n i e
Artykuł	o	architekturze	teatru	i	scenicznej	przestrzeni	urbanistycznej,	która	zawsze	
dostarczała	 scenerii	 dla	 świętowania	 i	 zbiorowych	 działań.	 Dotyczy	miejsc,	 które	
charakteryzują	 się	 teatralnością.	Miejsc,	 których	kształty	 przez	 naśladowanie	 form	
teatralnych	umożliwiają	zaistnienie	rytuałów	przedstawień	i	wydarzeń.
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All the world’s a stage
W.	Shakespeare
1. Urban scenery and rediscovered architecture
The	picture	accompanying	this	essay	represents	urban	scenery	in	a	city	that	“is	rising”,	
the	piazza	of	 a	 city	 that	might	be	 in	 the	hills	 or	overlooking	 the	 sea;	 it	 could	be	Trieste,	
genoa	or	Marseilles,	a	Mediterranean	european	city.	The	scene	illustrated	consists	of	some	














































is	profoundly	human:	All the world’s a stage.	The	scenic	aspect	of	the	urban	space	also	con-
stitutes	the	conceptual	nucleus	in	the	reflections	and	projects	of	architects	such	as	Palladio,	
Schinkel,	Boullée	or	Adolf	Loos,	to	recall	but	a	few.	








As	Denis	Cosgrove	wrote,	gentile	Bellini	 regarded	Piazza	San	Marco	 as	 “the	 theatre	





























Collective	memory	 is	 then	 tightly	bound	 to	urban	sceneries	because	of	 their	 theatrical	
quality.	not	all	places	suit	and	favour	aggregation	and	the	ceremonial	representations	com-




































































i	 repeat,	 therefore,	 that	awareness	of	 this	 theatrical	dimension	of	city	architecture	still	
constitutes,	in	my	opinion,	a	possibility	for	architecture	to	contribute	to	the	construction	of	
places	for	collective	life.
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